
 

The Passion Week of Christ 

 I hope I didn’t break any copyright laws with the title. I changed a few words so we should 
be OK. As we continue our study of John’s Gospel on Sunday mornings we are getting to the 
portion that covers the eight days leading up to the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, also 
known as the passion week. Of the twenty-one chapters in John eight of them are all about this one 
glorious, most world changing eight day period in the history of mankind. 

Passion week starts with the triumphal entry of Jesus into the city of Jerusalem. It just so 
happens that we will be studying what happened on that first Palm Sunday on Palm Sunday, April 
2nd, 2023. In John, Sunday through Thursday are covered rather quickly in Chapter twelve, but 
the other Gospel writers cover that time in greater detail. John used a lot of ink to tell us about the 
last twenty-four hours leading up to the moment that Jesus died. He gives a very detailed account 
of what happened in the upper room where they celebrated the Passover together. It sounds like it 
was reported by someone who spent the evening sitting next to Jesus, which it was. John also gave 
us an eyewitness account of their walk to Gethsemane, Jesus on trial before the Jewish religious 
leaders and Pilate, the crucifixion, and the burial of the body of Jesus. After that John tells of the 
resurrection from the point of view of someone who was there when it happened. It is a truly 
amazing, and definitely a life changing description of what took place.

Hopefully that will get you excited about where we are going in our Sunday sermons for 
the next few months. I’m really looking forward to learning more about the week that led up to the 
greatest gift ever: Jesus giving His life on earth so that we can have eternal life with Him. 

In His Love,
Pastor Karl
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           February Family Fun 
The sledding party for Family fun on Saturday, February 

18th, at Wade and Shelly’s Christensen’s home had a good turn 
out and on a sunny, crisp day.  The sled run was awesome, and 8 
out of 17 took advantage of it! The nice wide track kept you in 
from slipping out when you sailed down from the starting point, 
crossed the road and went down the hill. The oldest was Bob 
Haskell and youngest was Izzie. Only one (me) took advantage of 
the bunny hill, which was still fun. Its hard to say who went down 
the most, but Karl and Albert were in the running with Izzie and 
Kelli. We had plenty of hot dogs, cookies, chips, pop and s’mores 
and other snacks to enjoy together by the nice toasty fire, and 
then we moved inside and played games and visited. If you didn’t 
make it this time, plan on coming next time! 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 tap
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Make the Bible Your Hobby  

 “Make the Bible your hobby”. I overheard this phrase in a conversation between two Bible 
teachers. It really grabbed my attention. I have many hobbies, all sorts of hand crafts. I never really 
thought about making the Bible my hobby. 
 We often talk about the importance of reading your Bible. Perhaps a better phrase would be 
“the importance of knowing your Bible”. Perhaps knowing your Bible could mean more than just 
reading it. How about making the Bible your hobby. 

“A hobby is considered to be a regular activity that is done for enjoyment, typically during 
one's leisure time. Hobbies include collecting themed items and objects, engaging in 
creative and artistic pursuits, playing sports, or pursuing other amusements. “  

 First, ask God to show you ways to spend time in your Bible other than just reading. Then 
I'd like to share one way I enjoy spending time in the Bible. I have several hobbies, that doesn't 
mean I am good at all of these, but they are activities I enjoy. Not being a perfectionist, I enjoy 
several things I don't excel in. One of these is making Bible notebooks. I like drawing and making 
paper crafts. These two go together to make my Bible notebook. I choose a book of the Bible and 
illustrate it in my own simple way, condensing it into the basic teachings. A way in which, in a 
pinch, I could pick up and teach a Bible lesson from, with little preparation. Here I share with you a 
couple of pages from my notebook on Ephesians. 

 
Here is another idea. Do you like to make lists? Make lists of things from the Bible. Examples: 

- Who are the main characters in the book of Genesis? 
- List the lineage of Jesus starting with Adam. 
- List all the Kings of Israel starting with Saul. Were they good or bad kings? 
- Make a list of questions from any chapter in the Bible. Share it with a friend and compare 
your answers. Keep these pages in a notebook. 
- Learn to use a Bible concordance (we have them in the church library or perhaps you have 
a small one in the back of your Bible). Make a list (with references) of all the times Jesus 
used a certain word, such as love or obey, etc. 

 Do you like to tell stories to your grandchildren?  Read a story from the Bible. Write the story 
out in your own words. Read it or tell it to a child. Keep the stories you write in a notebook. 

 If you have ideas on this theme please tell us and we will share them in the newsletter. 
Meanwhile, “Make the Bible your hobby”.        JMH 
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   March Birthdays 

9	 Terrie Evarts 
15	 Tamera Pierce 
18	 Shari McGuire 
29 	 Carlin Smith

April Newsletter Items are 
Due to the Church Office or 
Janice, on Monday,  March 
27th. We would be 
delighted to include 
something that is on your 
heart in the newsletter.

MEN’S BREAKFAST AND WORKDAY 3.0 

 A big thank you to all the guys who came out on the 
last Saturday of February for breakfast with all the 
(window) trimmings. After a hearty and (somewhat) 
healthy breakfast Mike shared a devotional, reminding us 
of the importance of the gospel and our need to be ready 
and willing to tell people about Jesus. After breakfast we 
(almost) finished getting new trim around our new 
windows in the church office. Many hands made for light 
work and it was all finished in a couple of hours. Thanks 
again to all the guys who gave their time, skills, and labor 
to make it happen.    KWW 

Daylight Savings Time is 
Sunday, March 12th, 
2023, so be sure to set the 
clock ahead an hour 
Saturday night! 



 

Please contact the Co-Editors, Janice Haskell 
and Tamera Pierce, for any feedback, ideas, or 
submissions.
 Thank you!

2022

Camp Elkanah Work Weekend will 
be Friday, April 28, through Sunday, April 
30th, to get ready for the summer season.  
Come for the day or the entire weekend, there 
are plenty of fellowship and fun opportunities 
to fit in, but also be prepared to do some work 
at various skill levels of work on a variety of 
projects, to get things spiffied up. Please 
register if you plan to come so they will have a 
place for you to sleep and also food at the table 
for you.   tap

Save the Dates for Women’s 
Camp: 
July 14-16th, Church Venture Northwest 
Women’s Camp up at Tadmor,  (by Lebanon) 

September 15-17th   Blue Mountain Women’s 
Camp up at Elkanah, (by Ukiah, turn at 
LaGrande.) 

Watch for more information in the months to 
come.

The Saint and the Holy Spirit 

“You know Him, for He dwells with you“ 
John 14:17 

 I recently read a book,“Walking in the Power of the Holy Spirit“ Ten Classic Sermons” by 
C.H. Spurgeon.  A little hard to get use to the 1800’s language, but really good stuff and very 
convicting. Here is the beginning of the first sermon: 

“The Holy Spirit, although he is the most active, most potent, and most real worker in 
the world, is not discerned by the mass of mankind. The great majority of men are 
affected only by what they see, or hear, or feel; their life is confined to the narrow range 
of their senses. "What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we 
be clothed?”—these are the trinity of questions which absorb the attention and effort of 
the worldly. If they can see a thing, they believe in it; if they can hear the sound of it, 
they recognise it; if they can discern its shape, they put it down as real: they know not 
that the things which are seen are temporal, and therefore shadowy, and that the things 
which are not seen are the only substantial things, because they exist for ever.”  

Think on this and see if your day goes by a little better. 
            F.S.  



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

26 27 

6-7:30p BTU 
6p Men’s 

Bible Study

28 

10a Bible 
Study in 

Browning Hall

1 
12:30-1:30p 

Lunchtime 
Ladies Bible 

Study @ 
Yvonne’s 

5:30p Prayer 
& Meal

2 
5:00p Free 
Community 

Dinner: 
Tacos & 
Burritos! 

6:00p 
Celebrate 
Recovery 

3 
9am Ladies 
Breakfast at 
Truck Corral

4

5   
9a Sunday 

School 
10a Worship 
& Children’s 

Church 

6 

6-7:30p BTU 
6p Men’s 

Bible Study

7 
 10a Bible 
Study in 

Browning Hall 
110:30

8 
12:30-1:30p  
Lunchtime 

Ladies Bible  
Study @ 
Yvonne’s 

5:30p Prayer 
& Meal

9 
5:00p Free 
Community 

Dinner: 
Country 
Captain 

Chicken/Rice! 
6:00p 

Celebrate 
Recovery 

10 11 
 

12 
Daylight 

Savings  Time 
Begins 

9a Sunday 
School 

10a Worship 
& Children’s 

Church

13 

6-7:30p BTU 
6p Men’s 

Bible Study 

14 

10a Bible 
Study in 

Browning Hall

15 
12:30-1:30p 

Lunchtime 
Ladies Bible 

Study 
@ Yvonne’s 

5:30 p Prayer 
& Meal

16 
5:00p Free 
Community 

Dinner: 
Turkey 

Casseroles! 
6:00p 

Celebrate 
Recovery

17 
St Patrick’s 

Day 
  

 

18 
 

19 
9a Sunday 

School 
10a Worship 
& Children’s 
Church

20 

6-7:30p BTU 
6p Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

21  
10a Bible 
Study in 

Browning Hall 
 

22 
12:30-1:30 

pm Lunchtime 
Ladies Bible 

Study 
@ Yvonne’s 

5:30 p Prayer 
& Meal

23  
 5:00p Free 
Community 

Dinner: 
Spaghetti! 

6:00p 
Celebrate 
Recovery

24 25 
 7:30a Men’s 
Breakfast in 
Browning 

Hall

26 
9a Sunday 

School 
10a Worship 
& Children’s 

Church 

27 

6-7:30p BTU 
6p Men’s 

Bible Study 
Newsletter 
Items Due

28 

10a Bible 
Study in 

Browning Hall

29 
12:30-1:30 p 

Lunchtime 
Ladies Bible 

Study 
@ Yvonne’s 

5:30 p Prayer 
& Meal

30 
5:00p Free 
Community 

Dinner: 
Breakfast  

Casseroles! 
6:00p 

Celebrate 
Recovery

31 
 

1 
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