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CALVARY NEWS

Being Intentionally Intentional

I have learned a lot in the last couple of years, especially about preaching. Before I became the
pastor, I was often privileged to be in the pulpit but only on a sporadic regular basis. I had never had
the chance to preach through an entire series or book of the Bible. Now that I’m the main preacher
guy, | have been able to study the Word of God more, and I have learned a lot more about Jesus, who
He is and what He has done. When we studied Leviticus, I was able to better understand what God’s
Law was about. Following that up with the epistle of Hebrews really helped me (and I hope many of
you) understand what Jesus meant when He said

17 "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come
to abolish them but to fulfill them. Matthew 5:17
Leviticus tells us that to atone for our sin, there has to be a sacrifice of a spotless lamb. Jesus, the
perfect lamb of God, sacrificed Himself to pay for sin once for all.

As we are going through the gospel of John, I am seeing one thing about Jesus over and over.
He didn’t just let situations come to Him, He was very intentional about where He went, who He
interacted with, and how He responded to people. Jesus said and did things that He knew would get a
reaction. Starting a conversation with a Samaritan woman, healing on the Sabbath, and many other
things that He did made people stop and pay attention to what Jesus had to say. The main thing Jesus
did to get people to stop and consider His claim were the signs (miracles) He performed. The reason
He did them was to get folks to stop and realize that He was sent by God the Father to save the world.
My hope and prayer for all of us is that when we study our Bibles, we don’t just quickly read over the
life, words and actions of Jesus, but we think about His purpose in what He did and how He
responded to others.

We should be the same way.
19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak,
slow to anger. James 1:19
Interacting with people in a godlike manner goes a long way in being able to tell others about their
need for forgiveness and a relationship with Jesus.

Serving Him,
Pastor Karl


https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/matthew/5-17.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/james/1-19.html
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Divine Revelation

General revelation provides us with the knowledge that God exists.
"The heavens declare the glory of God," says the psalmist. God's glory is
displayed in the works of His hands. This display is so clear and manifests
that no creature can possibly miss it. It unveils God's eternal power and
deity (Romans 1:18-23).

February

Revelation in nature does not give a full revelation of God. It does Birthdays
not give us the information about God the Redeemer that we find in the
Bible. But the God who is revealed in nature is the same God who is
revealed in Scripture.

Not everyone in the world has read the Bible or heard the gospel
proclaimed. But the light of nature shines upon everyone in every place,
and at every time. God's general revelation takes place every day. He is
never without a witness to Himself. The visible world is like a mirror that
reflects the glory of its maker.

The world is a stage for God. He is the chief actor who appears
front and center. No curtain can fall and obscure His presence. We know
from one glimpse of creation that nature is not its own mother. There is no
such “mother” as Mother Nature. Nature itself is powerless to produce any life of any kind. In itself
nature is barren. The power to produce life resides in the Author of nature God. To substitute nature as
the source of life is to confuse the creature with the Creator, all forms of nature worship are acts of
idolatry that are detestable to God.

Because of the force of general revelation, every human being knows that God exists. Atheism
involves the utter denial of something that is known to be true. This is why the Bible says, "’ The fool
has said in his heart, 'There is no God' “(Psalm 14:1). When the Scripture so chastens the atheist by
calling him a “fool”, it is making a moral judgment upon him. To be a fool in biblical terms is not to
be dim-witted or lacking in intelligence; it is to be immoral. As the fear of God is the beginning of
wisdom, so the denial of God is the height of foolishness.

The agnostic, likewise, denies the force of general revelation, The agnostic is less strident than
the atheist; he does not flatly deny the existence of God. Rather, the agnostic declares that there is
insufficient evidence to decide one way or the other about God's existence. He prefers to suspend his
judgment, to leave the issue of God's existence as an open question. However, in light of the clarity of
general revelation, the stance of agnosticism is no less detestable to God than that of the militant
atheist.

But for anyone whose mind and heart are open, the glory of God is wonderful to see—from
the billions of universes in the heavens to the subatomic particles that make up the tiniest of
molecules. What an incredible God we serve.

(Submitted by Forrest Schroeder)
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7 Men 7 Windows
Seven men worked together trimming up the
inside of the seven windows in the church

office. Someone had donated the materials to

go around all windows and another painted the

trim so it would be finished when installed. They diligently worked on
them on Saturday after a hearty breakfast, and sent a go-fer out to get supplies and additional tools
they could keep going. The go-fer was told that since there were some guys standing around they
decided to take one window out and put it back it just to keep everyone busy...
but actually was previously installed upside down and
needed to be corrected. This enabled the go-fer to be
needed for a few more items. The windows are

looking great and feeling warmer in the office, even

during this cold weather. TAP

@ Man Shall Not Live by Bread Alone Cj

That title is a misuse of the meaning of that phrase from Jesus, but it does give me a good
introduction for this yuammy recipe from Laurie Wittich's kitchen. She shared this scrumptious dish
with us at a recent potluck. Upon tasting it I thought it must contain ice cream (my favorite food). It's
a lovely salad or dessert with lots of fruit. It's easy to make and delicious to eat. It's not a keeper
(doubtful that any would be left over) but you can freeze it. Thank you, Laurie, for this great recipe!

8 0z. whipped cream

8 0z. softened cream cheese

", cup sugar

2 Ibs. fruit (frozen works good)

Blend sugar and cream cheese. Fold in whipped cream.
Add fruit and stir.
(I told you it was easy. Make and enjoy — and invite me over . :) JMH

Please contact the Co-Editors, Janice Haskell or Tamera
Pierce, for any feedback, ideas, or submissions. Thank you!

March Newsletter Items are Due to the Church Office or Janice, on Monday, February 27th.
We would be delighted to spread the word on something upcoming in your life with our church
family.
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What Came In for Our Basket—
Hook Line & Sinker

for the Northeast Oregon Compassion Center
Banquet and Silent Auction on Friday, February 3rd
at 6pm. Fish potholders, a Fish cutting or charcuterie
board, sweatshirt, T shirt, Blanket, sweet and savory .
snacks, as well as a Sorbenots gift card as well as Sleddmg Party For

some pop to quench folks thirst. Febru ary F am”y Fun

We will have a sledding party for
February Family fun on Saturday, February
18th, at Wade and Shelly’s Christensen’s
home. Please bring your favorite snacks and

chairs, and sleds if you have one. While we
are waiting for more details, let’s pray for
who we would like to invite to join us and

also for more snow to make it fun! %
e 70

Me and My Dog

“Lord, please make me be the man my dog thinks I am.” I think that is my favorite bumper
sticker. I only saw it once, but have never forgotten it. If you have a dog(s) you know what I mean.

My dog wants to be with me, just to lay at my feet, just to be in the same room, ready in case I
need her help. She looks to me as her provider of food, warmth, love and joy. I am her door opener,
park walker, and ball thrower. Every time she comes in from outside she runs to me for that touch of
recognition and affection. I am her goddess, her joy is in pleasing me.

So if you mind works like mine, you see your dog's loyalty, service and love as an inadequate
but endearing example of how we should respond to our God . Just to be in His presence is our
delight, ready for any work He has for us to do. We look to Him as our provider — not only of food,
shelter, and love, but also as our Creator, sustainer and guide. So maybe our bumper stickers should
say, “Lord, make me as faithful, obedient, and trusting as my dog.”

JMH
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